0 SPORTS

- By Decian O'Kelly

JOHN Duddy’s unbeat-
en record and world title
challenge hopes evapo-
rated in Newark, New
Jersey on Friday night
when unfancied jour-
neyman Billy Lyell beat
him by split decision.

What was meant to be
a tune up for bigger
things turned into a night-
mare for the 29-year-old
middleweight, who came
up against a well-pre-
pared, motivated fighter
who executed his game
plan.

Lyell, who moves to
19-7, 3 KOs, started off
aggressively, storming
into a lead by scoring
repeatedly with overhand
rights. Duddy, now 26-1,
17 KOs, was struggling to
find his stride, and the jab
that overwhelmed Matt
Vanda in his last fight
was rnissing in this bout.

The Derry native was
cut under the left eye-
brow in the third, and
the blood flowing into
his eye may have unset-
tled him further. Two of
the three judges gave
Lyell the first four rounds
on the scorecards, such
was the impression the
smaller man was making,

However, in the fifth
Lyell lilted somewhat
and Duddy got his
rhythm going. A big shot
late in the round seemed
to stun the Ohio man,
but the 24-year-old was
able to escape any firther
punishmment in the stan-
za.

The remainder of the
fight was closely con-

tested, with Buddy work-

ing hard but losing
ground by getting tagged
by those overhand rights
and roundhouse left
hooks from Lyell that
impressed the judges.

Duddy suffered a sec-
ond cut on the same eye
later in the fight, and try
as he might to redress
the damage, Lyell had
got off to too strong a
start to change the out-
come in the fight.

Alfter the final bell judge
Thomas Kaczmarek saw
the fight 97-93 Lyell,
Lawrence Layton scored
it 96-94 Duddy, and John
Stewart gave the fight
to Lyell 98-92 to the obvi-
ous disappointment of
the fans that turned up.

Afterwards, Duddy
went to hospltal to get the
cuts looked at, and advi-
sor Craig Hamilton spoke
to the assembled press.

“I thought Billy won

the fight, I am not going

to get into the
judges’ scores
but I thought
Billy won the
fight,” said
Hamilton.

“Tdon’t think
John effective-
Iy used the jab.
like he did
against Vanda.
It wasn't a
snapping jab
ane it gave Billy
the opportuni-
ty to go over
the top, and he
took advantage
of it.”

Hamilton
was  philo-
sophical about
the defeat.

“It’s a setback.
and you have
to go back to the drawing
board, but you have to
come back off it,” he
said.

“And that is what John
is going to have to do.
Whenever anything
adverse happens to you
in life you will learn that
there is an opportunity
and some people grab
it. You can make a good
thing out of a bad thing.”

The Irish Voice tried
to get in touch with
Duddy, who is returning
home to Ireland on
Wednesday evening, but
could not reach him for
comment before press
time.

After the fight Friday,

-Lyell confirmed he would

be willing to do it all over
again.

“Absclutely I would be
interested in a rematch,
but I'will let my manag-
er Pat Nelscn take care of
that,” said the beat-up
but happy victor.

Lyell said he knew he
had the win when he
heard the 98-92 score.
“I thought if they were
-going to give it to him that
it would have been close,
I thought that I won by
four rounds clearly, so
when Iheard the 98-92 1
knew I gotit.”

Lyell's trainer Jack
Loew, who also trains
WBO/WBC middleweight
champion Kelly Paviik,
was delighted for his
fighter.

“Billy worked really
hardforﬂnsﬁght Listhe
first time we had eight
weeks to prepare for an
opponent; normally we
are called in at the last
minute, He worked his
ass off and I think it
showed tonight,” Loew
said.

Loew was happy with
Lyell's bodywork during

the fight.

“I thought that was the
best thing we did. I told
him to keep staying on
that body early and it
kept bringing his hands
down and Billy went over
the top,” Loew said.

“Billy followed the
game plan to a tee and he
did a great job. Billyisa
very lunited fighter, but
he did a hell of a job
tonight.”

The Youngstown train-
eralso offered a fo
view of Duddy’s career
trajectory.

. “They tried to keep him
(Duddy) clean to fight
Kelly Pavlik and that
would have been mur-
der, that would be dis-
astrous for the kid. He got
his ass handed to him
by a B-level fighter
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On the undercard,
cruiserweight Paddy
“Boy” Farrell moved his
record to 2-0, 2 KOs,
after a facile win over
Doug Bowling (0-2) with
a TRO in the first round,

The Jersey City native
was making his second
professional appearance
and had a few fans at
the Prudential Center to
roar him into the ring,

The redheaded Farrell
looked in good shape
and his adversary, Doug
Bowling (0-2) from Chio,
was a little portly in com-
parison.

After a couple of sec-
onds of feeling each other
out, Farrell triple jabbed
his opponent back into
the corner and pum-

he has had to beat. As
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meled his body with three
heavy right hands, which
was more than enough to
knock Bowling down. -

Farrell, who sports a
Celtic cross tattoo in the
small of his back, tore
into Bowling after the
count and bowled him
over with a few more
body shots.

Again, the referee gave
the Ohioan a count and
wisely called a halt to

‘proceedings.

“He put his hands on
my shoulder and left it
open for a triple right to
the body,” said Farrell
in the ring afterwards,
“T'm hoping to back in the
ring again soon,” con-
tinued the 26-year-old.

In the co-feature event,
Gabriel Rosado (12-3)
beat Kassim Ouma (26-

40- sbm’éihing trainer
who made his mawe to
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6) by split decision.
In other news, Irish-
American junior wel-
terweight  Danny
O'Connor moved to 6-
0 when he beat Travis
Hartman (9-12-1) by
unanimous decision at
Foxwoods in
Connecticut. €¥Connor
had Hartman down in
the second and fourth
rounds, and took the
fght 40-34 on all three
judges’ cards.

Meanwhile, Dean

Byrne (10-0, 4 KOs),

will fight Jose Reynoso

(10-2,1 KO) in an eight

round contest this

Friday at the South

Point Hotel Casino in

Las Vegas.

Byrne, a native of

Crumlin in Dublin, is
trained by Freddie Roach,
who also trains Manny
Pacquiao, the number
one pound-for pound
superstar who is fighting
Ricky Hatton this
Saturday night at the
MGM Grand in Vegas.

Finally, James Moore's
preparations continue
for his fight against
Joseph De Los Santos at
Plattduetsche Park
Restaurant, Franklin
Square Long Island on
May 8. The 31-year-old
Moore (16-2) will look
to get back to winning
ways against the 4-3-3
Dominican in a fight
scheduled for eight
rounds.

For ticket information
call Barney at 917-559-
8467 or Deko at 347-680-
0629,

who won the Jersey
Derby in 2002.
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